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Introduction 
Bloom ·s Taxonomy di,~dcs lhc way people learn imo three domains. One 
of1 hcse is the cognit ive domain. which cmphasiies intellectual outcomes. 
Thi; domain further divides into categories that arc arranged progressi,·cly 
from the lowest level oflhinking. si111 )le recall. to the highest. crei11ina new 
ideas. -
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Quick Fli11 ldc:is for Critical T hinking c:u1 be used in the home, classmom. 
or workplace tu develop all levels of thinking" ithin the cognitive domain. 
The rco.uhs will be imprmed aHentiun In detail, increased comprehension. 
and cx pamlcd problcm-solv ingskills. Flip through the pages to the leH:I you 
wish to ch;illcnge. Use the Key Words as guides to structuring questions and 
tasks. Finish the Q uestions with content ar propriatc to the learner. 
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Level I 

Remembering 
Exhibit memory of previously learned material by recalling facts, 
tenns, basic concepts, and answers. 

Key Words 
choose how match recal l select spe ll when who 
define label narne relate show tell \Vh~rc why 
find list omit what which 
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Questions 

• Wh:11 is .. .'! 
• Where is .. . '! 
• I low did _ happen? 
• Why did .. . ? 

When did .. . ? 
I low would you show ... ? 
Who were the main .. .'! 
Which one .. .'! 

• HO\V is . .. ? 
• When did _ happen? 
• I low would you explain .. .'! 
• I low would you describe ... ? 
• Can ~ou recall ... ? 
• Can you select ... ? 
• Can you l ist Lhe three .. .'? 
• Who will> ... ? 
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l evel II 

Understanding 
Dernons1rn1e understanding of facts and ideas by organizrng. 
comparing. translating, interpreting. giving descript ions. and ~taLing 
main id<!as. 

Key Words 
classify e>.plain interpret sho" corn pare e~tend outline ;urnmarize cormas1 iJIU>lffitC relate transla1e 
demonstrate in for epbrasc 

Questions 
Ho" \\OUld \OU cla:.sify Lhe t>ll<! t•f .. :! 

. ., ·- l ~ Ho\\ \\OUfd \OU compnrc .... conua' ... . 
• -~ ? \\'ill )OU state or interpret in your"" n \\or...,, ... 

h . " Ho\\ \\ould ~ou rephrase I e meaning .... 
\\'hat fact> or id.-as sho\\ .. . ? 

• \\ h.1t io th.: main idea of ... ? 

• \\'h1ch statement. 'uppnrt ... ? 
• Can you explain wll!lt is happen mg ... "! "h:n " m.::lnt · · ·? 
• \\ hat can ) ou .s.<) about .. ·~ 

Which is th<! b..'St answer ... ? 
• Ho\\ \\\)ttld yml ~ummari1c ... '? 
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l C\'CI Ill 

Applying 
Solve problems to new si tuations by applyino acquired knowledge 
facts. tcch111ques and rules in a different way~ - ' 

apply 
build 
choose 
constnict 

Key Words 
develop 
experiment with 
identify 
intcn ie''' 

make use of 

model 
org~nize 

plan 

sekct 
solve 

utilit.e 

~\\\\\\\\\\\\9' 
Questions 

How would you use ... ? 
Who\ c~a111pl~s can you find to ... ? 
How would you S<)lve _ using whf1t you've learned ... ? 

How wc111ld ynu organize _ to shO"' .. .'? 
I lo" would you show your understanding of .. .'! 

Wlmt aPl'r"ach would you use 10 .. :? 
liOW \\Ould you apply " •hat you learned 10 develop ... ? 

Whal other wa)' would you pla11 IO ... 
0 

Whal "ould .-.:suit if . . .'? 
Call you make use of the fact> to ... '? 
What clcn1cnt, "ould you choose to change ... ? 
What facts woulll you select to show ... ? 
What question> would you ~kin ;m intervie" "ith ... ? 

Level Ill • i\pplying 

Level \/ • Evaluating 
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Level IV 

Analyzing 
Examine and brcnk information i11tll parts by identifying motives or 
causes. Make inferences and fi11d evidence to support generalizations. 

Key Words 
analy1.c contr:"t Iii net ion simplify 

~t<;~Ulll..! di:.cll' er infernnce Sllf\C)' 

ca1egori1c d1ssc:ct in~pect take part m 

cla"ify di:ainguish list lC!.l for 

compare dh1de motive theme 

conclu,inn exan1inc relationships 

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 
Questions 

\Vh:it :ire th..: 1,ans or reaturcs of ... ? 

• 110" is _ related lo .. .'' 
Whv do v1)u think .. .'? 
Wh;t b ;he theme ... ? 

• What moti,c i; 1herc ... ? 
Can you lis1 1hc parts .. .'~ 
What 111fcrcncc can ~ou make .. .'? 
What condusions can you draw · · ·? 
llow would you classify .. ·? 

. ? 
Ho" "nu Id you ca1cgnnze ... · 
can you idenuly the difli:rc:nl pans ... ? 

Whal ~"dence c11n you find .. .'' 
Wh:it is the rd~1tionship bcr.,ecn ... ? 
can you d1>tinguish bet" ecn · .. ? 
What j, the function uf .. :? 
Whal id~aqjus1ify .. .'! 

Level V • Evaluating 



Level V 

Evaluating 
l)rc.sc.m and defend opinions bv maki . d . . vahd11y of id.:as or qual it)' ( k tng Ju gmcnts .1bout rnformalion 

' 0 wor Ja~ed on a set of criteria. ' 

Key Words 
agree deduct intetpret recommend 
appraise de fond judge rule on 
3$$CSS dctcm1ine justify select 

a'' ard disprove mark support 
choo;c dispute measure value 

compare estimate opinion 
conclude c•alualc perceive 
criteria explain prioritizo.: 
cnticizc importam:c prove 
dc'Cidc innuence rate 

• 
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Questions 
Do y(lu agrc~ with the actions ... " with the outcome ... ? 

What is your opinion of ... ? 
How 11ould }OU prow ... ? disprove ... 

0 

Can you ass.::;s tho.: value or importance of ... ? 

\\/ould it be belier if ... '? 
Why did the) (the char'Jcter) choose ... ? 
What would you r~-commcnd .. .'! 
llo\\ would you rate the .. .'! 
What would) ou cite 10 defend the actions ... ? 

liO" could you dcteomne ... ? 
What choice would you ha' c made ... '? 
Ho" "ould you prioritize ... ? 
Wh;ll judg111en1 would you make alx>ul ... ? 
Based on what you know. how would ~ou explain ... ? 
Wh:1t information would you use lO support the ...-icw .. . ? 

Ho" "ould you ju~li l'y ... ? 
What data was used to make the conclusion ... ? 

Why was it helter that .. :! 
I hiw would yo11 compare lhc ideas ... ~ people .. . ? 

Level V •Evaluating 
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